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Talks fail to break deadlock over
demand for Pradhan’s resignation

HARD TALK. Govt sources rule out Minister’s resignation, but CJP leaders say the demand is non-negotiable

I

Dalip Singh

New Delhi

A standoff has emerged
between the Centre and pro-
testers over the demand for
the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, with talks
on Friday failing to bridge
the divide despite the gov-
ernment succeeding a day
earlier in persuading activist
Sonam Wangchuk to end his
26-day fast.

Sources said there is no
decision on Pradhan’s resig-
nation and he continues to
have the backing of the party
and the government.

Government inter-
locutors, Union Ministers JP
Nadda and Jitendra Singh,
held discussions with Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) lead-
ers, including spokespersons
Saurav Das and Ashutosh
Ranka, at the Constitution
Clubinanattempt to end the
month-long dharna at Jantar
Mantar.

However,  negotiations
made no headway on one of
the protesters’ three key
demands.

“We conveyed in very
clear terms that nothing
short of Dharmendra Pra-

WORDS OF COMFORT. Soaal activist Sonam Wangchuk
interacting with Union Health Minister JP Nadda and
Union Minister of State Jitendra Singh in hospital eni

dhan’s resignation or his re-
moval from the Union Cab-
inet would be acceptable,”
Ranka told reporters after
the meeting.

PROTEST TO INTENSIFY
CJP leaders described the
demand for Pradhan’s resig-
nation as “non-negotiable”,
and warned that the agita-
tion would intensify if the
government refused to act.
From the government’s
side, Union Health Minister
Nadda said the Centre had

“heard their points” and
would respond in sub-
sequent rounds of talks.
Government sources, how-
ever, ruled out the possibility
of Pradhan stepping down,
saying that “resignation is
the easiest decision to take.”

Notably, the govern-
ment’s public messaging, in-
cluding that of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, has
avoided addressing the de-
mand for ministerial ac-
countability.

In his outreach to agitat-

Naresh Pal Gangwar named Higher
Education Secy; Oppn criticises move

|
Ankita Upadhyay
New Delhi

In a major reshuffle in the
Education Ministry, the Ap-
pointments Committee of
the Cabinet (ACC) has ap-
proved moving Higher Edu-
cation Secretary Vineet Joshi
to the Ministry of Panchayati
Raj and appointing Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
Secretary Naresh Pal Gang-
war as his successor.
According to the order is-
sued on July 23, Joshi, a
1992-batch IAS officer of the
Manipur cadre, will take over
as Secretary, Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, after the su-
perannuation of  Vivek
Bhardwaj on July 31.
Following this, Sushil Ku-
mar Lohani, Additional Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Pan-
chayati Raj, has been named
Officer on Special Duty in
the Department of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying and
will assume charge as Secret-
ary after Gangwar moves to

the  Higher Education
Department.
OPPOSITION REACTS

Gangwar, of the Rajasthan
cadre 1994 batch, recently
came under public scrutiny
following an investigation
into horticulture subsidies
received by members of his
family under a Central gov-

ernment scheme. A news re-
port said that Gangwar’s
mother, wife and son collect-
ively received over I1.16
crore in subsidies over five
years under the National
Horticulture Board’s
scheme for commercial hor-
ticulture projects in Ra-
jasthan. The projects were
mainly for protected cucum-
ber cultivation in Jaipur
district.

The appointment of
Gangwar as the Higher Edu-
cation Secretary drew criti-
cism from Opposition lead-
ers, who questioned the
government’s decision in
light of the recent contro-
versy involving subsidies re-
ceived by his family mem-
bers.

CPI(M) Rajya Sabha MP
John Brittas criticised the
appointment in a post on X,
saying, “The ultimate farce!
While the nation demands
accountability for exam
scams & paper leaks, Govt
appoints Naresh Pal Gang-
war as the new Higher Edu-
cation Secretary! This is the
same IAS officer whose
mother, wife & son collect-
ively received over 1.16
crore in government sub-
sidies under the National
Horticulture Board scheme
for “encouraging commer-
cial crops” (cucumber cul-
tivation). This the way PM

LMW eyes foray into EVs,
renewables and robotics

—
Our Bureau
Chennai

LMW Ltd (formerly Lak-
shmi Machine Works Ltd),
the Coimbatore-based tex-
tile machinery, CNC ma-
chine tools, precision cast-
ings and aerospace
component manufacturer,
has proposed amending the
objects clause of its memor-
andum of association (MoA)
to widen the scope of its
business. The amendment
will enable the company to
enter into several emerging
sectors, including electric
vehicles, renewable energy
and robotics.

In a stock exchange filing,
the company said that, con-
sidering the evolving busi-
ness environment, technolo-
gical advancements and the
emergence of new-age in-
dustries and technology-ori-
ented businesses, its Board
considered it appropriate to
expand the scope of the ob-
jects to be pursued by the
company.

The proposed amendment
would allow LMW to under-
take business in a range of
sectors, including pharma-
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ceuticals and life sciences,
electric vehicles and mobil-
ity, renewable energy, elec-
tronics manufacturing, and
robotics and automation,
among others.

SHAREHOLDER NOD
According to the filing, the
amendment is intended to
facilitate future business
growth and ensure that the
Memorandum of Associ-
ation appropriately reflects
the company’s evolving busi-
ness objectives.

The Board has approved
the proposal to amend
Clause III(a) (Objects
Clause) of the Memorandum
of Association, subject to the
necessary statutory and
shareholder approvals.

Separately, LMW reported
afive-fold increase in consol-
idated net profit for the first
quarter ended June 30, 2026.

ensuring accountability...”
Cockroach Janta Party
founding president Abhijit
Dipke also questioned the
move and said that replacing
one bureaucrat with another
facing serious corruption al-
legations is a direct insult to
young people across India.

‘INSULT TO YOUTH’

“The government is reward-
ing corruption instead of en-
suring accountability! Last
night, the Education Secret-
ary was transferred. He was
replaced by an IAS officer
from the Animal Husbandry
Department who has severe
multi-crore corruption
charges against him,” Dipke
posted.

“The entire crisis around
paper leaks and NEET was
about systemic corruption.
Replacing one bureaucrat
with another facing serious
corruption allegations is a
direct INSULT to young
people across India. Is this
the compromise the govern-
ment expects us to accept?
This is not accountability.
We will not stop until Dhar-
mendra Pradhan resigns.
Gangwar was serving as the
Secretary in the Department
of Animal Husbandry and
Dairying under the Ministry
of Fisheries, Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying,” he
wrote on X.

ing students and unem-
ployed youth on Thursday,
Modi announced the cre-
ation of fast-track courts for
the swift trial of those in-
volved in examination paper
leaks and reiterated his gov-
ernment’s commitment to
protecting the future of
young people.

However, he made no ref-
erence to calls for Pradhan’s
resignation.

The omission continued
even after Wangchuk agreed
to end his fast late Thursday
following a meeting at Med-
anta Hospital in Gurugram
with Nadda and Singh.

In a post on X, the Prime
Minister wished Wangchuk a
speedy recovery and urged
him to regain his health but
did not mention the demand
for Pradhan’s removal.

Wangchuk, announcing
the end of his fast on X, said
the decision followed “a long
negotiation on various con-
ditions and in view of pos-
sible violence in the
country”.

“Just now, in the presence
of Union Ministers JP Nadda
and Jitendra Singh and
senior leaders of the Apex
Body of Leh Ladakh, I finally
broke my fast after 26 days.

Earlier, 65 Members of Par-
liament from different polit-
ical parties had visited or
signed letters urging me to
break my fast. This was done
after a long negotiation on
various conditions and in
view of possible violence in
the country,” he posted.

NO CASES FILED

Reading out the govern-
ment’s assurances at the
hospital in the presence of
Wangchuk’s wife, Gitanjali
Angmo, and others, Nadda
said the Centre was posit-
ively inclined not to register
cases against those protest-
ing peacefully at Jantar
Mantar, or those who took
part in the July 20 march to
Parliament.

He also reiterated the gov-
ernment’s assurance that
Parliament would discuss
paper leaks and examination
reforms, and said the Centre
was positively considering
compensation for the famil-
ies of students who died by
suicide following the recent
NEET paper leak
controversy.

Even during these assur-
ances, there was no public
reference to the demand for
Pradhan’s resignation.

SC to hear two petitions alleging
pohce €XCESSES ON protesters

Vljalta Singh
Aaratrika Bhaumik
New Delhi

The Supreme Court has
agreed to hear on Monday
two freshly instituted peti-
tions alleging police excesses
during the July 20 crack-
down on student protesters
in the national capital. The
development came hours
after Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Surya Kant clarified in
open court on Friday that
“no petition” had previously
been filed on the issue and
criticised “reckless” reports
suggesting that the court had
refused to list such a matter.
Earlier, the Delhi Police
had denied using pellet guns
against the protestors. The
RAF, a specialised anti-riot
force, had been deployed un-
der the overall control of the
Delhi Police during the July
20 operation. One of the in-
jured protesters, 19-year-old
Sahil Lochab, who risks los-
ing vision in his right eye
after a pellet pierced his pu-
pil, met Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Friday.
Earlier in the day, during
mentioning hours, when
lawyers draw the court’s at-
tention to matters requiring
urgent listing, the Chief
Justice clarified that the apex
court had received only a
representation from a lawyer
on Wednesday (July 22) and

that no petition had been in-
stituted. The observations
came two days after the
court declined to initiate suo
motu proceedings on an oral
request made by advocate
Narendra Mishra to take
cognisance of the alleged po-
lice brutality during the July
20 Parliament march organ-
ised by the CJP.

“Till morning 10 am, I
tried to find out, no case had
been filed... Not a single page
hasbeen filed in the Supreme
Court. It was one represent-
ation... How can I treat the
representation as a writ peti-
tion? And people start reck-
lessly reporting this,” the
Chief Justice remarked while
presiding over a Bench, also
comprising Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mo-
hana.

Expressing concern over
the reportage, the Chief
Justice said sections of the
media had engaged in “reck-
less” reporting.

“In the last two days, a
completely false statement
was made that a matter was
filed, and the media is abso-
lutely free from all respons-
ibility, recklessly falsely re-
porting that the Chief
Justice refused to list the
matter,” he said.

‘EXCESSIVE FORCE’

Later in the afternoon,
senior advocate Gopal Sank-
aranarayanan mentioned be-

fore the Bench that two peti-
tions had since been formally
instituted and assigned diary
numbers. Seeking their ur-
gent listing, he submitted
that police personnel were
continuing to use “excessive
force” against student pro-
testers.

Sankaranarayanan urged
the court to intervene imme-
diately, saying the alleged po-
lice violence was continuing
on a daily basis. “This is hap-
pening on a daily basis...
Some controls are necessary.
The court stands between us
and the police,” he submit-
ted.

Agreeing to hear the mat-
ter on Monday (July 27), the
Chief Justice said: “Let it be
listed. We will entertain it.”

LETTER PETITION
During the hearing on July
22, Mishra had referred to a
letter petition addressed to
the CJI and urged the court
to examine videos pur-
portedly showing police per-
sonnel assaulting unarmed
protesters.

He had also offered to
place the videos before the
court. However, the Chief
Justice-led Bench declined
the request, with the Chief
Justice telling the lawyer not
to “waste” the court’s time.
“We are not interested in
videos. We don’t have time to
watch them,” the CJI had
said.

SC seeks Centre’s response to NEET reforms

—
Aaratrika Bhaumik
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day indicated that it would
closely monitor the Centre’s
proposed overhaul of the Na-
tional  Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET) and dir-
ected the Centre to file a
detailed  response  on
whether it intends to shift
the NEET-UG examination
to a computer-based test
(CBT) and the safeguards it
proposes to put in place to
protect examination data.

A Bench of Justices PS
Narasimha and Alok Aradhe
observed that extraordinary
measures, such as deploying
the Indian Air Force to trans-
port question papers during
this year’s re-NEET examin-
ation, could only serve as
temporary fixes.

“We cannot let such a situ-
ation go on like this. We have
to focus on institutionalisa-
tion... Here, because of what
had happened, you deployed
the Air Force, but that is only
an ad hoc arrangement, not a
permanent one,” the Bench
orally observed.

The hearing came a day
after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi addressed the al-
leged NEET paper leak con-
troversy for the first time,
announcing the creation of
fast-track courts to ensure
the expeditious trial of such
cases amid the ongoing

People gathered at Jantar Mantar in support of the Cockroach
Janta Party’s protest in New Delhi on Friday ani

protests led by the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP).

The observations were
made while the court was
hearing a batch of petitions
filed by the Federation of All
India Medical Association
(FAIMA), the United Doc-
tors Front (UDF) and others
seeking to replace the Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)
with an independent stat-
utory body to conduct the
examination.

At the outset, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Union gov-
ernment, submitted that the
issue was receiving attention
at the highest levels of the
executive and that the
Centre was making every
possible effort to address
students’ concerns.

“The government is going
10 extra miles as children’s
problems have to be ad-
dressed... I can assure you
from my personal know-
ledge, it is being monitored,
supervised, and everything is

First cohort of RDI Fund managers to
be unveiled within a week, says official

|
Sindhu Hariharan
Chennai

The Union government’s
Research Development and
Innovation Fund is set to an-
nounce and disburse money
to the first cohort of around
20 Second Level Fund Man-
agers (SLFMs) as early as in
a week, a senior official said
here on Friday.

“The first cohort we are
almost near to conclusion;
within a week’s time, we
shall be announcing the fund
managers whom we are go-
ing to support in the first
phase,” said SP Singh, Nodal
Officer In-charge, RDIF. The
next phase is also set to fa-
vour emerging fund man-
agers, he said.

He was speaking virtually
at the IVCA (Indian Venture
Capital Association) Chen-
nai Circles 2026, an exclus-
ive gathering of investors,
fund managers, family of-
fices, and other private mar-
ket stakeholders to discuss
India’s investment land-
scape, organised by IVCA
along with TVS Capital
Funds and Anicut Capital.

Gopal Srinivasan, CMD,
TVS Capital Funds, at IVCA
Chennai Circles 2026 siov gHosH

Singh said that the gov-
ernment expects around
320,000 crore to be deployed
every year, while briefly won-
dering if the innovation eco-
system was currently mature
enough to absorb this.

“The recent geopolitical
situation has made everyone
realise that in times of crisis,
any external dependence
may be risky; the technolo-
gical sovereignty is a must,”
he said. After working ini-
tially with government-sup-
ported institutions, the
RDIF also plans to extend
eligibility to private techno-
logy universities, research
parks and academic institu-
tions with research capabilit-
ies, in due course, in future

cohorts, he added. He also
urged Indian fund managers
to think beyond 1,000-
2,000 crore funds, and in-
stead build 5,000-6,000
crore funds capable of
providing domestic capital
to start-ups through later
stages.

Speaking at the event, Go-
pal Srinivasan, Chairman
and MD, TVS Capital Funds,
said that innovation and cap-
ital support are converging
in India with the RDIF.

Speaking as a member of
the investment committee
of the TDB, a second-level
RDI fund manager, he said
the fund is expected to de-
ploy about 34,400 crore this
year by matching govern-
ment support with third-
party capital. Decisions are
being made by private-sector
professionals serving volun-
tarily, he said, calling it a new
model of public capital with
private expertise.

The IVCA Chennai Circles
held on Friday was the first
time that IVCA brought such
an event to the city, indicat-
ing its growing private equity
and venture capital
ecosystem.

being done at the highest ex-
ecutive level,” Mehta said.

PANEL SUGGESTIONS
The Bench then turned to
the reforms proposed by the
seven-member High Level
Committee of  Experts
(HLCE), constituted by the
Ministry of Education in
2024 under former ISRO
Chairman K Radhakrishnan
to review the functioning of
the NEET examination sys-
tem.

The committee, which
submitted its report in Octo-
ber 2024, recommended a
series of structural reforms,
including a transition to a
computer-based examina-
tion. The court referred to
the NTA’s affidavit outlining
the progress made in imple-
menting those
recommendations.

Questioning the proposed
transition, Justice
Narasimha expressed con-
cern over the security of data
to prevent further incidents

of paper leaks. “Please reflect
onthatalsoand tell us... How
is data transferred? How
does data protection occur?
That’s very important be-
cause when you shift to this,
leaks could occur, making
data unsafe. And the entire
thing breaks down,” he said.

BETTER CYBER NORMS

The judge directed the
Centre to file a further affi-
davit setting out its roadmap
for implementing the re-

forms, including the pro-
posed cybersecurity frame-
work, the agency responsible
for implementing it, and the
safeguards that would be put
in place, and the safeguards
proposed to prevent data
breaches.

Mehta informed the court
that there had been develop-
ments since the earlier pro-
ceedings and that he would
apprise the court of the new
measures proposed on the
next date of hearing.

milma

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM REGIONAL

COOPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS’ UNION LTD.
Head Office: “Ksheera Bhavan”, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram 695004.

Phone: +91471-2447109, email: trcmpupi@gmail.com

No.185/TRU/P&I/MP/2026-27

E- TENDER NOTICE
E-tenders are invited for the following items at TRCMPU:

Date: 25.07.2026

E-Tender ID Description Approx. Tender
Value
2026_KCMMF_861490_1 SUPPLY OF MAIZE POWDER Rs.180 Lakhs

Specifications and details of the e-tender are available in the Government
e-procurement portal (www.etenders.kerala.gov.in) and TRCMPU website
(www.milmatrcmpu.com). Last date for submission of e-tender is on 03.08.2026,

01:00 PM.

Managing Director

9 ERNAKULAM REGIONAL CO-OPERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS' UNION LTD.
EDAPPALLY, KOCHI-24. Ph: 0484-2541193

milma|e_mjil: ercmpupur@mllma com

No. EU/PUR/40,133/2026-27 TENDER NOTICE 24072026
Titles Tender Id Bid Closing

Re E-tender for Supply of 15 Litre Ghee 2026_KCMMF_| 03.08.26

Tub for ERCMPU Ltd 851440_5 0410 PM

E-Tender for Design and Advertisement 2026 KCMMF 10.08.26

in Printing Media 862_335 1 - 1130AM

(Pre bid Meeting: 27.07.26 12 PM) B

For details, please visit
ERCMPU Head Office, Edappally

(Sdf)
Managing Director

S.l. CAPITAL & FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED

Regd. Office: No. 28, Second Floor, New Scheme Road, Pollachi, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu - 642001
Website: www.sicapital.co.in  Email: info@sicapital.co.in Phone:04259 — 233304/05

CIN: L67190TZ1994PLC040490

EXTRACTS OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED
JUNE 30, 2026 (Rs. in Lakhs, except per equity share data)

Place: Thrissur
Date: July 24, 2026

Quarter Ended Year Ended
Ns. Particulars 30.06.2026 |31.03.2026 |30.06.2025 | 31.03.2026
o Unaudited | Audited | Unaudited | Audited
1 | Total Income from operations 109.86 | 103.16 85.72 | 373.49
2 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before Tax, 14.15 12.97 20.12 33.38
Exceptional and/or extraordinary items
3 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before Tax, 14.15 12.97 20.12 33.38
(after Exceptional and/or extraordinary items)
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after Tax 14.15 12.97 20.12 33.38
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period 14.15 12.97 20.12 33.38
[Comprising Profit/ (Loss) for the period
(after tax) and other Comprehensive Income
(after tax)]
Equity Share Capital 505.00 | 505.00 | 485.00 | 505.00
7 | Earnings Per Share (of Rs. 10/- each)
a) Basic 0.28 0.26 0.41 0.67
b) Diluted 0.28 0.26 0.40 0.67
Notes:-

1.The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock
Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly Financial Results is available on the websites
of the Stock Exchange (www.bseindia.com) and the Company, i.e., www.sicapital.co.in.

2.The above statement of Financial Results was reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved
by the Board of Directors atthe meetmg held on July 24th, 2026.

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors
Sd/- Anto Mekkattukulam Jayson

Managing Director
DIN: 10528274

A BM-BME
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