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Tiruppur:Howa small
cluster turned intoa
textile export powerhouse
From~429 crore in 1991, exports from India’s knitwear capital have
grown to ~46,000 crorewithmarkets spanning 50-plus countries

shine jacob
Chennai, 14 September

A107-foldrise inexports!Thatsums
upthestoryof India’sknitwearcapital
Tiruppurover the last35years.
Fromamodest~429crore incalen-

daryear (CY)1991, itsknitwearexports
havegrownto~46,000crore infinancial
year2025-26.Thisgrowthmakesthecity,
around463kilometres to thewestof
statecapitalChennai,aclassicsmall-
scale industryclustersuccessstory in
thepost-liberalisationera,drivenby
scale,entrepreneurshipandresilience.
Well, it isnot that liberalisation

createdTiruppur’s textileecosystem
fromscratch,but itconnectedan
existingentrepreneurialandsupplier
networktotheexternalworld.
Today,majorbrands likePrimark,

Walmart,Marks&Spencer,Hennes&
MauritzAB(H&M),TommyHilfiger,and
Targetsourcetextiles fromTiruppur.
Theregionalsoexports toover50coun-
tries,around65percentof its shipments
gotocountrieswithwhichIndiahas free
tradeagreements (FTAs).Thisshare is
expectedto increase furtheroncethe
FTAswiththeUnitedKingdomandthe
EuropeanUnionkick infully.
Theecosystememploysaround

1millionpeople, spreadacross1,300
garmentunits,outofwhich75percent
arewomenandaround200,000are
migrantworkers fromaround19states.

HowTiruppurevolved
Locatedonthebanksof theNoyyal
River, theregion’sexportprowess isnot
new.Kodumanal,around26kmeastof
Tiruppur,boastsa two-millennium-old
trade linkwithRomethatdatesbackto
theeraofJuliusCaesar.
Despite this richpast, its textileglory

went intooblivionforcenturies,andfor
muchof itsmodernhistory itwasan
agricultural settlementdependenton
theNoyyal,where farmerscultivated
cottonandothercrops.Thefirstknit-
wearunit inTiruppurwassetupin1925,
anditemergedas theprominentcentre
inSouthIndia inthe1940s,becominga
hubofwhiteknit innerwear.
Earlier, localmanufacturersusedto

selltheirknitwearthroughmiddlemen
andexportersinKolkata(thenCalcutta)
andMumbai(thenBombay).Itwasonly
in1978thatItaliangarmentplayerVerona
starteddirectlysourcingwhiteT-shirts
fromthecity.Threeyearslater,in1981,
thisEuropeanretailchain,C&A,became
itssecondinternationalcustomer.
Therest,as theysay, ishistory.From

themereexportsof~37crore inCY86,
liberalisation, fresh investmentsand
entrepreneurial intelligencepushedits
export turnover to~1,850crorebyCY96,
~10,250crorebyFY06,~23,500crore in
FY16,and~46,000crorebyFY26,show
historicdata fromtheApparelExport
PromotionCouncil (AEPC)andmedia
reports. Ifyouaddthedomesticmarket
aswell, thetotal revenuefromTiruppur
wouldcross~75,000crorenow.
“Itwasasmallagrariantown,andwe

werestronginmanufacturingbaniyans
(vests).Wehadnospeciality till exports
cameintothepicture.Now, it is the
fourth-largestcity inthestate, the
administrativecapitalofTiruppurdis-
trictandamunicipalcorporation,”says
KMSubramanian,presidentof the
TiruppurExportersAssociation(TEA).
Tiruppur’ssuccesshasbeenpowered

byauniqueclustermodel,wherethou-
sandsofmicro,smallandmediumenter-
prises (MSMEs)specialise indifferent
stagesofthegarment-makingprocess.
It shouldalsobenotedthat the

exchangerate in1991-92wasamere
24.47perUSdollar,while inFY26itwas
seennear~86perUSdollar.

Wavesofchange
Oneof themajoradvantages that the
1991reformsthrewupforTiruppurwas
that itopenedupnewcustomerbases
like theUnitedStatesandEurope.
Addingtothis, theneweconomicpol-
iciesmadeiteasier formanufacturers to
importmodernknitting,dyeing,finish-
ingandgarment-makingmachinery,
raisingthequalityandquantityofpro-
ductionfromtheregion.
The reasonpeople considerTirup-

puranexampleof smart entrepreneur-
ship is alsodownto the roleplayedby
theTEA, launched in 1990by leading
knitwear exporterASakthivel, in its
transformation.
“Liberalisationhelpedbringfresh

investments in infrastructure. In1990,
TEAseta targetofachieving~1,000
croreofexportsandweachievedthat.
Sincethen,TEAhasplayedacrucial role
inturningaroundthe industry inTirup-
pur,”saysSakthivel,whois thecurrent
chairmanofAEPCandthechairmanof
PoppysGroup.
AccordingtoAshwinChandran,

chairmanof theConfederationof Indian
Textile Industry (CITI)andManaging
DirectorofPrecotLtd, thedismantling
of thetextilequotaregimeunder the
WorldTradeOrganization’s (WTO’s)
AgreementonTextilesandClothing in
2005wasagamechanger.
Till then,major importingmarkets

suchas theUSandEuropehadimposed
quotasonhowmuchclothingandtex-
tilescountriessuchas Indiacould
export,underasystemcalledtheMulti-
FibreArrangement (MFA).
“Duringthattime, therise inmanu-

facturingcosts forceddevelopedmar-
ketsto lookatcountries likeChina,
BangladeshandIndia,”saysChandran.
Thatmeantthatcompaniesthathadear-
lieroperatedwith100or200machines
beganinvestingincapacity,settingup
1,000machines.“Theperiodafter2005
alsowitnessedanotherphaseoftrans-
formation, ledbyinvestments ininfra-

structure, technology,modernisation
andmanufacturingcapacity,”headds.
TEAalsoplayedacrucial role in

bringing infresh investments forworker
welfare, includingeducation,health-
care,accommodation,dormitories,play
schoolsandother facilities.The indus-
trybodyisnowfurther improvingthe
accommodationandeducational infra-
structure facilities,whichattracted
moreforeignmajors.
AccordingtoSubramanian,Tirup-

pur’sadvantage is itsdistributedpro-
ductionmodel,whichevolvedasachain
of interconnectedactivities.This ranges
fromcottonandyarnmanufacturingto
knitting,processing,embroidery,print-
ing, sewing,accessoriesandpacking.
Only20percentofunitshavevertically
integratedoperations;nearly80percent
areMSMEsthatspecialise in individual
activitiesandsharethebusinessacross
thecluster.
ThemodelhelpedTiruppurbuild

scalewithoutrequiringeverycompany
to invest intheentiremanufacturing
chain.That is thereasonwhyCommerce
andIndustryMinisterPiyushGoyalsaid
thecountrywants tocreate75 textile
hubs likeTiruppurwhichwillnotonly
support textileproductexportsand
ensure inclusionofsustainable technol-
ogy,butwillalsogeneratehugeoppor-
tunities foremployment.
Inhis IndependenceDayspeechlast

month,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
toospecifiedthat thecountry’s textile
sector, spreadfromLudhianainPunjab
toTiruppur,has thepotential toreach
globalmarkets.
“Tiruppur’suniquestrength is its

deeplyconnectedtextileecosystem,
wherealmosteverythingfromraw
material tofinishedgarments isavail-
ablewithinashort radius.Thisgives
Tiruppurthespeed,flexibility,quality
andconsistencytoserveglobalbrands,”
saysPrabhuDhamodaran,convenor
andsecretaryof theIndianTexpreneurs
Federation(ITF).

Resilient looms
Thecityhaditsshareof roadblocks too,
rangingfromenvironmentalconcerns
intheearly2010stoCovid-19andeven
geopoliticalheadwinds.
Followingacourtorderdirecting

dyeingandbleachingunits toachieve
ZeroLiquidDischarge (ZLD)andstop
dischargingeffluent intotheNoyyal,
severalunitswereshutdownbrieflyin
2011,affectingexports.Anindustry
sourcesaidaround729factorieswere
shutat that time.
However,Tiruppuradaptedquickly.

Now,around130million litresofwater
aday isbeingrecycledandreused,and
themajorityof the industryhasshifted
torenewableenergytoo.
ChandranofCITIsays thepandemic

alsoresulted inconsolidation,with
smalleroperators increasinglygiving
wayto largercompanies.BeforeCovid,
thereweresmalloperatorswith
200-300machinesandanannual
turnoverofaround~15crore,whichare
fadingawayfastnow,hesays.
The region is also facing tough

competition fromstates likeOdisha,
fromwhere it used to source a large
share ofmanpower before, as it looks
to rampup its own textile production
chain. That hasmeant that unlike
beforewhen labourerswould come to
Tiruppur in search ofwork, factories in
the city are nowhaving to go in search
ofworkers.
Evenso, theTEAhassetanambitious

exportstargetof~1trillionby2030,andis
aimingfordomesticbusinessof~50,000
crorebythen,saysSubramanian.More
importantly, it isgraduallyfocusing
moreonman-madefibres(MMF),com-
paredtoitsstrongholdofcotton.
Despiteall itschallenges,withFTAs

expectedtotakecentrestage,exporters
seeaboomaheadforTiruppur.

years of
liberalisati n

Employeesat agarment factory inTiruppur,TamilNadu photo: reuters
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Shri. B. Sairam, Chairman, Coal India Limited (CIL), visited the
Rajmahal Area of Eastern Coalfields Limited (ECL) to review min-
ing operations and assess the progress of key operational activ-
ities. The Chairman was received by Shri Satish Jha, CMD, ECL;
Shri Chitranjan Kumar, Director
(Technical/ Operations), ECL;
and Shri Arupa Nanda Nayak,
General Manager, Rajmahal
Area, along with other senior
officials of ECL.
During the visit, the Chairman undertook a field visit to Rajmahal
Open Cast Project (OCP) and Hurra ‘C’ OCP, where he reviewed
ongoing mining operations and took stock of operational perfor-
mance and activities at the projects. The visit focused on
strengthening operational efficiency, safety, productivity and
sustainable mining practices, with particular emphasis on main-
taining sustained coal production and addressing operational
challenges at the field level.
As part of the visit, the Chairman also participated in a plantation
programme at Urjanagar, reaffirming CIL and ECL’s commitment
towards environmental sustainability, ecological conservation
and responsible mining.

Sh. Bhupender Gupta, Chairman & Managing Director, SJVN,
informed that SJVN has successfully achieved Commercial
Operation Date (COD) of Unit-II (660 MW) of 1320 MW Buxar
Thermal Power Project on 12.09.2026.
Sh. Bhupender Gupta expressed grati-
tude to Central and State Governments,
Ministry of Power and other key Ministries
and Departments for their constant guid-
ance and support. He also appreciated
collective commitment, dedication and perseverance of SJVN
employees and all stakeholders who have directly or indirectly
contributed to achievement of this significant milestone.
On this occasion, Sh. Ajay Kumar Sharma, Director (Personnel),
Sh. Parthajit De, Director (Finance) and Sh. Rajesh Kumar
Chandel, Director (Projects) congratulated all employees and
associated stakeholders on this historic achievement.

Bank of Baroda, one of India's leading public sector banks,
announced the launch of bob World 2.0, its next-generation
mobile banking application. The app was demonstrated to Shri

Sanjay Lohiya, Secretary,
Department of Financial Services
(DFS), Ministry of Finance, Govt
of India along with Dr. Debadatta
Chand, Managing Director &
CEO, Bank of Baroda and
Executive Directors of the Bank at
the Global Fintech Fest (GFF)

2026 in Mumbai on 11th September 2026.
Speaking on the launch, Dr. Debadatta Chand, Managing
Director & CEO, Bank of Baroda said, “As banking becomes
increasingly digital, customers expect experiences that are
intuitive, intelligent, secure and highly personalised. With bob
World 2.0, we have reimagined mobile banking around our cus-
tomers' needs, combining financial wellness tools, voice-
enabled AI-driven engagement and personalised customer
experiences on a single platform. As a forward-looking, cus-
tomer-centric institution, we remain committed to continuously
innovating and building a future-ready digital banking ecosys-
tem that will continue to evolve with the changing needs and
expectations of our customers."

Central Bank of India has become the first Public Sector Bank
to launch ‘Bharat Connect for Business’, in partnership with
NPCI Bharat BillPay Ltd.
(NBBL), marking a significant
step towards strengthening
India’s digital B2B payments
ecosystem.The platform pro-
vides an integrated digital
ecosystem for businesses to generate invoices, make and
receive payments, manage collections and settlements,
enabling secure, seamless and efficient transactions between
buyers, sellers and their banks. The initiative was launched at
the NPCI Pavilion at Global Fintech Fest 2026 in the presence
of Kalyan Kumar, MD & CEO, Central Bank of India, and
Noopur Chaturvedi, MD & CEO, NBBL.

CIL CHAIRMAN REVIEWS MINING
OPERATIONS AT ECL’S RAJMAHAL AREA

UNIT-II (660 MW) OF SJVN’S
BUXAR THERMAL POWER PROJECT

SUCCESSFULLY ACHIEVES
COMMERCIAL OPERATION

BANK OF BARODA LAUNCHES
BOB WORLD 2.0 – POWERED BY

AI ITS NEXT-GENERATION MOBILE
BANKING PLATFORM

As part of the ongoing Vigilance Awareness Campaign 2026,
Bank of India, Ahmedabad Zone, has been organising a series
of awareness programmes at Gram Panchayats and schools
across the rural and semi-urban areas of Kheda and Ahmedabad
districts. The programmes are being conducted by the rural and
semi-urban branches of Ahmedabad Zone under the leadership
of Zonal Manager, Shri Subrata Behera, in coordination with the
Vigilance Department of the Zone. The participants were also
encouraged to remain vigilant and immediately report any sus-
picious banking or cyber-related activity through appropriate
channels. Integrity Pledge was administered to the participants,
reinforcing the importance of honesty, probity and ethical conduct
in public and professional life.

As a precursor to Vigilance Awareness campaign, NMDC
Vigilance Department, organised a two-day Capacity Building
Programme on 10th and 11th September 2026 at Hyderabad,
covering key focus areas identified under the guidance of the
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC). Around 55 executives
from NMDC’s various
Projects and Head Office
participated in the pro-
gramme. The programme
featured eminent experts
who delivered insightful and
interactive sessions on
important areas of public procurement, contract management
and cyber security The inaugural programme was graced by the
presence of Shri Joydeep Das Gupta, Director (Production),
NMDC, and Shri C. Neelakanta Reddy, CVO, NMDC.

BoI, AHMEDABAD ZONE, ORGANISES
VIGILANCE AWARENESS PROGRAMMES
IN RURAL AND SEMI-URBAN AREAS

NMDC STRENGTHENS VIGILANCE
AWARENESS THROUGH CAPACITY

BUILDING PROGRAMME

CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA BECOMES
FIRST PSU BANK TO LAUNCH ‘BHARAT

CONNECT FOR BUSINESS’

Decode markets with candid conversations and insightful Q&As featuring voices
shaping business, markets, and economy. Every Monday in Business Standard.

Chart the path forward with
influential market voices

KOLKATA | TUESDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER 2026B ECONOMY & PUBLIC AFFAIRS 15
bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

HP
Line

HP
Line

HP
Line

HP
Line



tradingref.com

HP
Line

HP
Line

HP
Line

HP
Line


		2026-09-15T12:35:03+0530
	KUNDAN JAISWAL




