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Delhi protests have thrown up a new
question: Who is a journalist?

The street demonstrations
in New Delhi that began in
July— and have erupted
intermittently since then—
have done more than just
disrupt traffic. The demands
for sweeping changes —
seeking the removal of then
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan in July
and more recently, Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, as well as the
suspension of the SIR —
notwithstanding, these
protests have exposed the
need for a different sort of
change. The need for
redefining the boundaries of
India’s media landscape and
answering the question, ‘who
is a journalist?’ Armed with
prohibitory orders that tested
the boundaries imposed on
Reasonable Restrictions
(Under Art 19(2) of the
Constitution of India), the
police detained protestors on
October 10. They also went
all-out to prevent a growing
and unwieldy contingent of
independent video creators,
commentariat, and mobile-
based content creators from
creating content on the
protests. The question of law
(and liberty, enshrined in the
constitution) reached the
Supreme Court through public
interest litigations, on October
15 seeking protection for
freelance reporters and digital
media practitioners.

The bench comprising
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justice Joymalya
Bagchi threw up the vital

question that arose from the
practical complexities of
allowing access and
recognition at ground zero to
those who identify as
journalists.

“If everyone starts
becoming a journalist, it will
create problems for every
other person", CJI Kant
observed, examining how the
constitutional right to freedom
of expression interacts with
formal press accreditation.For
the record, India does not
have a freedom of the press
law but all citizens (but not
foreigners) are guaranteed
the freedom of speech and
expression as a fundamental
right, enshrined in the
Constitution under Article
19(1)(a).

Over the years, the courts
of record have virtually
expanded this right to mean
the freedom of the press, only
because the press has played
the role of informing the
society and seeking
accountability from those
wielding power, on behalf of
the ordinary citizen.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta emphasised the need
for clear guidelines to
distinguish bona fide public
interest journalism from
unverified commentary and
“reel-makers” in high-security
environments. Reports
suggest that the government
is now mulling a framework
to distinguish genuine digital
journalists from influencers or
creators masquerading as
journalists.

Social media creators are
a motley mix. Many are former
mainstream media staffers
and prime-time anchors who
offer a mix of reportage
intertwined with commentary.
But often it is so intertwined
that what an average viewer
takes away is commentary
disguised as news.

This is exactly what their
counterparts in multiple
television news studios also
do. But a mere comparison of
the offerings of these two
would leave one befuddled. It
is as if they are not looking at
the world from two different
perspectives but covering two
different worlds.

Then, many others are
digital natives who have little
to no news experience or
training, much like their
audiences. They serve a
generation of information
consumers who get their
“news” from social media
pages and accounts. The
Digital News Report 2026 of
the Reuters Institute at the
University of Oxford shows
that 54 per cent of news
audiences now get their news
from social media.

Often, they serve ground
reportage mixed with
commentary, or more
contemporaneous takes on
events, irrespective of
whether they have gone
through rigorous lessons
required to keep commentary
separate from reportage,
which credible newsrooms
(irrespective of their size and
reach) teach. Some social
media creators also occupy
the anti-establishment space
vacated by several
conventional media outlets.

During the July
demonstrations at Jantar
Mantar propelled by the all
India medical entrance paper
leaks, social media played a
prominent role. Equipped with
smartphones and accounts on
digital platforms, creators
provided live footage and
commentary to audiences.
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…e.ykR.ƒe. y{ËkðkË

‚hËkh ðÕ÷¼¼kE …xu÷™e

151{e sL{sÞtrŒ™e M{]rŒ{kt
{™kððk{kt ykðŒk hk»xÙeÞ yufŒk
rËð‚ 2026 ™k yð‚hu, ykÞw»k
{tºkk÷Þ hk»x ÙeÞ yufefhý,
‚k{krsf ‚Kkð™k y™u ‚k{qrnf
fÕÞký™u «k uí‚kn™ yk…ðk{k t

Þku„™e ¼qr{fk …h «fkþ …kzŒk
‘yufŒk {kxu Þku„’ ™k ‚tËuþ™ku

«[kh fhe hÌkwt Au.
Þku„ 365 ‚kÚku ‚ktf¤ðk{kt

ykðu÷e yk …nu÷™k u WÆ u~Þ

™k„rhfku™u MðkMÚÞ y™u ‚w¾kfkhe
«íÞu™e yufsqÚkŒk y™u ‚rnÞkhe
sðkƒËkhe™e ¼kð™k™u {sƒqŒ
fhðk™e ‚kÚku Þku„™u Œu{™k Ëir™f

Sð™™ku yuf yr¼Òk yt„ ƒ™kððk

{kxu «kuí‚krnŒ fhðk™ku Au. {tºkk÷Þ

Ëuþ¼h{kt ykðu÷e Œu™e Þku„ y™u

™i‚r„of r[rfí‚k ‚tMÚkkyku™u yuðe

«ð]r¥kyku nkÚk Ähðk {kxu «kuí‚krnŒ
fhe hÌkwt Au su ‚{wËkÞku ‚wÄe ‘yufŒk
{kxu Þku„’ ™ku ‚tËuþ …nkut[kzu y™u

ÔÞk…f s™¼k„eËkhe™u «kuí‚kn™

yk…u. ykÞw»k {tºkk÷Þ™k fuLÿeÞ
hkßÞ {tºke (MðŒtºk «¼khe) y™u

ykÞw»k {tºkk÷Þu hk»xÙeÞ yufŒk rËð‚ 2026
…h ‘yufŒk {kxu Þku„’ ™u «kuí‚kn™ ykÃÞwt

MðkMÚÞ y™u …rhðkh fÕÞký hkßÞ

{tºke ©e «Œk…hkð òÄðu sýkÔÞwt
nŒwt fu, “‚hËkh ðÕ÷¼¼kE …xu÷u
Œu{™k rðÍ™ y™u ÿZ r™ùÞ îkhk

hk»xÙ™u yufsqÚk fÞwO nŒwt. hk»xÙeÞ
yufŒk rËð‚u, yk…ýu ‚k{qrnf fkÞkuo
îkhk Œu{™k yufŒk™k ‚tËuþ™u yk„¤

Ä…kððku skuEyu. Þku„ ô{h, «Ëuþ
y™u …]c¼qr{™k ¼uË¼kðÚke y¤„k
hne™u ÷kufku™u yuf‚kÚku ÷kðu Au,
þkherhf y™u {k™r‚f MðkMÚÞ™u

«kuí‚kn™ yk…u Au. ‘yufŒk {kxu

Þku„’ y™u Þku„ 365 ™k {kæÞ{Úke,
y{u Ëhuf ™k„rhf™u Þku„™u Ëir™f

yÇÞk‚ Œhefu y…™kððk y™u ðÄw
MðMÚk ŒÚkk ðÄw yufsqÚk ¼khŒ™k
r™{koý{kt Þku„Ëk™ yk…ðk {kxu

«kuí‚krnŒ fheyu Aeyu.”

ykÞw»k {tºkk÷Þ™k ‚r[ð ðiã
hksuþ fkuxu[kyu sýkÔÞwt nŒwt fu,
“Þku„ þkherhf y™u {k™r‚f

‚w¾kfkhe{kt ‚wÄkhku fhðk {kxu™ku
yuf ‚h¤ y™u ‚w÷¼ {k„o «Ëk™
fhu Au y™u ‚kÚku ‚kÚku ÔÞrõŒyku y™u

‚{wËkÞku ðå[u skuzký™e ¼kð™k
fu¤ðu Au.  Þku„ 365 …nu÷ ÷kufku™u

‚{„ú ð»ko Ëhr{Þk™ Þku„ fhðk™ku

yk„ún hk¾u Au, su™kÚke r™ðkhf
MðkMÚÞ ‚t¼k¤ hku®sËk Sð™™ku

yuf ¼k„ ƒ™u Au. ‘yufŒk {kxu Þku„’

îkhk, y{khku WÆu~Þ yk ‚tËuþ™u
{sƒqŒ fhðk™ku y™u MðkMÚÞ,
‚Kkð™k y™u ‚k{qrnf fÕÞký™e
‚tMf]rŒ™k r™{k oý{k t ÔÞk…f
‚k{wËkrÞf ¼k„eËkhe™u «kuí‚krnŒ
fhðk™ku Au.” yk yr¼Þk™ yu ðkŒ

…h ¼kh {qfu Au fu Þku„ {kºk fkuE
[ku¬‚ rËð‚ fu yð‚h …qhŒku
‚er{Œ ™Úke …htŒw Œu™u yuf xfkW
Ëir™f yÇÞk‚ Œhefu y…™kðe

þfkÞ Au su ÔÞrõŒ„Œ MðkMÚÞ™u

«kuí‚kn™ yk…u Au y™u ‚k{wËkrÞf
‚tƒtÄku™u {sƒqŒ fhu Au. ‚k{qrnf Þku„
‚ºkku y™u s™¼k„eËkhe hk»xÙeÞ
yufŒk™e ¼kð™k™u r™ðkhf MðkMÚÞ

‚t¼k¤ y™u MðMÚk Sð™þi÷e ‚kÚku

skuzðk{kt {ËË fhþu. yk …nu÷™k

¼k„Y…u, {tºkk÷Þ nuX¤™e Þku„ y™u
™i‚r„of r[rfí‚k ‚tMÚkkyku™u

r™Þr{Œ Þku„ yÇÞk‚, ‚k{wËkrÞf
¼k„eËkhe y™u Œu™k VkÞËkyku rðþu

ò„YfŒk «kuí‚krnŒ fhðk {kxu
«ð]r¥kyku™wt ykÞkus™ fhðk {kxu
«kuí‚krnŒ fhðk{kt ykðe hne Au.
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