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Indian para athletes sign off
with 16 medals in leand

£\

India signed off with a haul of 16 medals induding six gold,
four silver and six bronze, from the TTF World Para Future
Lahti tournament in Finland. The singles events accounted
for 10 medals, while India paratheletes added six more in
doubles including two gold, one silver and three bronze.

Rameshbhai Chaudhary and Sumit Sehgal spearheaded
the men's doubles campaign in Classes 48, daiming gold
with a composed 3-0 victory over South Africa's Ibrahim
Abduliaha and Rakan Abdulrahman in the final.

Sumit cnmpleled a memorable doubles’ double,

with to the mixed
doubles title. The duo overcame Finland's Timo Kalavei and
Aino Tapola 3-0 in the final.

Sonal Patel and Rameshbhai added a silver in mixed
doubles after reaching the final, while three Indian
combinations secured bronze. Shubham Wadhwa and JD
Madan took the men's doubles bronze, Prachi Pandey and
Savita Ajjanakatti claimed bronze in women's doubles while
Shivam Pal and Noorali Jamani completed the doubles tally
with a mixed doubles bronze. (P

Ankur wins maiden WTT
title, doubles gold in Czechia

Hockey WC: Of missed chances and shift of power

MONA PARTHSARATHI
B Amstelveen

The 2026 Hockey World
Cup will be remermbered for
broken barriers, missed
opportunities and shifting
hierarchies, with Argentina
ending the long Dutch reign
in women's hockey,
(.ermany retaining the
men's titie and India once
agam Mt to rue a missed
opportunity.

For lb days, hockey took
centre stage across the
Netherlands and Belgium,
the firsttime since the 1998
World Cup in Utrecht that
the men’s and women'’s
tournaments were played
simultaneously, though in
two countries.

It was like & carnival in
Amstelveen with packed
stands, mostly orange
soaked passionate fans and
music.

Secluded Wavre offered a
moreintimate and feel with
fans enjoying hockey over
drinks and waffles, adding
a distinct Belgian flavour to
the tournament.

The biggest story of the
women'’s competition was
the end of Dutch domi
nance. Nine-time champi-
ons and Paris Olympic gold
medalist the Nerherlands
were denied a fourth suc-
cessive World Cuptitie by a
courageous Argentina in
front of a packed home
crowd.

The final was locked at I-
1 after 60 minutes before
Argentina prevailed 31 in
the shootout. Argentina had
last won thetitle in Rosario
in 2010. Rosario inciden-
tally is the birthplace of
legendary Lionel Messi.

Belgium defeated
Australia for bronze, while
Paris Olympic silver medal-
ist China finished eighth.

The women's tourna-
ment showed how narrow
the margins have become.
Both semi-finals and rhe
bronze-medal match were
decided by a single goal,
while the final went to a
shootout.

Dutch drag-flicker Yibbi
|ansen was the top scorer
with eight goals and also
reached 100 international
goals.

Germany retained the
title won in Bhubaneswar in
2023, defeating Spain inthe
final at Belfius arena, Wavre.
Spain, after stunning hosts
the Netherlands, reached
the final for the first time
since 1998 and pushed
Germany hard.

But a 44th-minute goal

and Germany's disciplined
defence proved decisive,
giving them a fourth World
Cup title and taking them
level with Pakistan.

Belgium, the 2018 cham-
pions and co-hosts, finished
seventh, while Australia
failed to make an impact in
either section.

Women's campaign was
the most encouraging story
from India's perspective.

Theteam lost only once,
to the Netherlands, after
holding China, beating
South Africa 6-1 and
drawing with England.

A goalless draw with
Australia ended their semi-
final hopes, but India
bounced back to beat higher-
ranked Germany inthe fifth-

place match - their bestWorld
Cup finish since 1974. The
achievement was particularly
impressive with 11 World Cup
debutants in the squad.
Young goalkeeper Bichoo
Devi's spectacular save
against England inthelast 30
seconds was one of the tour-
nament's memorable
moments, while the experi-
ence of Savita Punia provid-
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Madhya Pracash-472221 have -

changed nly name and shall
hereafter be known as
Sarman.
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Indian paddler Ankur Bhattacharjee produced 2 memorable
performance to win his maiden WIT men's singles title,
while also securing the doubles gold with Akash Pal at the €
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BRIAN MAHONEY B New York

The US Open was a week
old by the time Aryna
Sabalenka and Carlos
Alcaraz opened their ritle
defenses. What once was
a two-week quest for a
Grand Slam championship
now extends into a third
week, and US Tennis
Assaciation CEO Craig Tiley
was asked how he hoped
to continue that growth.
“Fourweeks,” he said with
a smile. Some players
might fear he is serious.
They were already
becoming wary of an over-
crowded schedule that
makes it hard to find many
breaks, even before the Us

to extend the tournaments,
which 1 think is tough for the
players,”said Canadian Denis

Shapovalov.
Leylah Fernandez. the 2021
runner-up in Flushing

Meadows, said she would
enjoy the extra day off after
her victory Sunday to spend
time with her sister, whois in
New York with her.

But Shapovalov, 3 2021
Wimbledon semifinalist,
argued that an extra day
between matches doesn't
mean more time off.  (AP)
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Open moved up the begin-
ning of rhe singles main
draw last yearto make ita
sunday start.

“l just hope they will
not start on Saturday at
some point, you know?
And then on Friday and
on Thursday, Tuesday.
Wednesday," said Marta
Kostyuk, the Number 11
seed from Ukraif
hope this is it.
was one of the winners
Sunday, and those players
get the benefit of two
days off before their next
matches.
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Alcaraz started Monday.
the former opening day.
and
Alexander Zverev and
2023 champion Coco
Gauff are scheduled

of a first round that until
last year was comp

over two days.
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COVERY OFFICER-I
Place: Jabalpur Debts Recovery Tribunal, Gowt, of india,
1 Minsstry of Finance, Jabalpur (M.2. & C.G. Stales}
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